JAN 21 1942 


THE 


» »- OF THE LOUISIANA 

T E BUL ETI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

0 VOLUMES =  £YDECEMBER,1%1 |} NUMBER 2 
TD. ———————————————— 








PUBLISHED QUARTERLY AT NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
EDITORIAL STAFF 
ROBERT J. USHER Editor 
Librarian, Howara- Tilton Memorial Library, New Orleans, Louisiana 
NANTELLE MITCHINER . Assistant Editor, Parish Libraries 
| ‘Assistant, Louisiana Library Commission, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
ANNE ELIZABETH GIDDENS . Assistant Editor, Public Libraries 
Librarian, Parish Dept., Shreve Memorial Library, Shreveport, La. 
| MILDRED HOGAN . Assistant Editor, High School Libraries 
1rs Research Librarian, State Department of Education, Baton Rouge, La 
NATHANIEL STEWART Assistant Editor, College and University Libraries 
Libraries, Dillara University, New Orleans, La. 
EVELYN STUART CORMIE Assistant Editor, Junior Members Round Tabie 
Librarian, Behrman High | School Library, Algiers, La. 
EVELYN PETERS Advertising Manager 
Librarian. Orleans ‘Parish School Board Professional Library. New Orleans, La. 
MRS. ALYCE LYONS BENNETT . Assistant Geverteene Manager 
Librarian, Commerce Library, La. State University, Baton Rouge, La. 


SISTER MARY REDEMPTA Assistant Editor, Library for Negroes 
Librarian Xavier University, New Orleans, La. 











|| 4 Latin-American Library Student 
E Looks at a North American 
e Library School 


(Talk given by Mr. Francisco José Almeida de Azevede, of the staff of the Bib- 
lioteca Publica Municipal de Sao Paulo, to the Associacao Paulista de Bibliote- 


he carios, on October, 17th. 1941. 

108 The translation into English has been revised and corrected by Frank Hebble- 

yuU- thwaite, of the Department of Romance Languages, Northwestern University.) 

all Having been honored by the invitation of my director, Dr. Rubens Borba de Moraes, 

_ to give a talk about my experiences in the United States, I accepted the undertaking with 
a great pleasure, since I am sure of the great interest shared by my colleagues of the ASSO- 
us CIACAO PAULISTA DE BIBLIOTECARIOS in all topics related to our work and to 

ho our profession. 

us. The AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, through the good offices of its secre- 


tary, Mr. Carl H. Milam, obtained the fellowships which were given to us from the 
LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY, and the funds necessary to cover our transportation 
costs from the Department of State, in Washington. The Municipality of Sao Paulo 
granted us a special commission, thus making possible our travel for the purpose of study. 

Our American colleague’s association assisted us during our whole stay in the United 





y States. Representing it, and awaiting our arrival at New Orleans, were the very charming 
personages of Arthur E. Gropp, librarian of the Middle American Research Library, and 
St. his wife, Dorothy M. Gropp, a good friend of our libraries. Later, during the course, 


when we had a practice period in the Washington Public Library, we also enjoyed the 
kind assistance of that organization, through the intermediary of Rodolfo O. Rivera, the 
secretary of its Committee for Library Cooperation with Latin America. 








2 be- 


Tue BULLETIN OF THE 





That powerful coordinating agency of 
American libraries has today more than fif- 
teen thousand members Its activities are car- 
ried out systematically by means of its sixty 
committees, in whose functioning more than 
five hundred members take part, without 
pay; by looking toward the improvement of 
the country’s library services, by endeavoring 
to extend these to regions where they do not 
yet exist, by editing the standard works of 
library science, and by publishing learned 
journals in the field, the A. L. A. does every- 
thing that can possibly elevate the position of 
the library and those engaged in library wor. 
By way of incentive to our infant organiza- 
tion, let us remember that the AMERICAN 
‘LIBRARY ASSOCIATION was founded in 
1876 with only about one hundred members. 


Apropos of works on library science, I was 
still in the United States when I received a 
copy of “Regras de catalogacae e redacae de 
fichas”—another step in the direction of the 
attainment of the uniformity so greatly to be 
desired in the catalogues of Brazilian libraries. 
I perused it page by page in the company 
of our excellent professor of cataloging, Miss 
Florrinell Francis, and it was with the great- 
est of pleasure that I heard her flattering ref- 
erences to your work. 


LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 

The University in which we studied could 
not fail to cause in us the most agreeable im- 
pressions. As are almost all the others in the 
great Republic of the North, this University 
is very different from ours, offering a more 
imposing and massive aspect, especially be- 
cause all of its units are gathered together 
in a single large tract, green and gardenlike 
—the campus, which we would call a uni- 
versity city. 

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY, sit- 
uated a few minutes from Baton Rouge, the 
capitol of the state, has at the present time 
some hundred and fifty buildings, nearly all 
in the northern Italian style, smooth and 
sombre in aspect, with their extended eaves 
and sheltered cloisters, which are the student’s 
welcome protection on hot or rainy days. All 
the buildings are new, since it was only a few 
years ago that the University was transferred 


to that site. 


A few of the buildings avoid the style of 
the whole, and among these exceptions | 
remember well the French House, of typical- 
ly French style, with its high, pointed roofs, 
This is a residence reserved for students of 
Romance Languages, and for that very rea 
son, also for foreigners who speak those lan- 
guages. It was naturally the residence chosen 
for us, and that is where we were lodged. 

Another building which is also not in har- 
mony with the general architectural style is 
the Catholic Center, of gothic lines. In pass. 
ing, I should like to mention something 
which attracted my attention in this religious 
center: the existence of a ping-pong room 
next to the principal nave. I couldn’t under- 
stand this at first, but I was not long in per- 
ceiving that it was an effective means of at- 
tracting students to the religious environment. 
Besides this ping-pong room, there are also 
in the same building a library and reading 
room. 

The University is growing rapidly, and 
within its five thousand acres there is still 
room for much expansion. The Pan-Ameri- 
can House, destined to house Latin American 
students and the University’s Division of 
Latin American Relations, should now be 
under construction, as a concrete demonstra- 
tion of good will toward us. 


The location of this institution is very pic- 
turesque. In spite of being very flat, as is 
almost all the State of Louisiana, numerous 
clear blue lakes add to its beauty. The ave- 
nues which encircle them, and cut through 
the University in all directions, have as a dis 
tinguishing feature trees on whose branches 
hangs Spanish moss, a marvelous parasite 
which beautifies trees in the South to such 
an extent as to make them the pride of South- 
erners, and the most beautiful in America. 

More than eight thousand young men and 
women study in the University, and some 
thousand professors and assistants are em 
ployed by the institution. It is, as is evident, 
a real city, and even a night club, with is 
tantalizing jazz, has not been omitted. But 
what is lacking, doubtless, is the time neces 
sary to attend the night club. A good many 
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of the students were content, as was I, to 
know it only by name: “Sixteen below.” ' 

This doesn’t mean, however, that studying 
and working are the only activities of the 
University. One has a good time, too. There 
are numerous social, literary, and artistic 
meetings. All of us know how sociable the 
Americans are. The numerous fraternities 
and sororities are an example of that spirit, 
and those organizations continually sponsor 
parties. The Music School also sponsors fre- 
quent concerts and recitals, going so far as to 
offer, in certain seasons, operas worthy of 
any large city. In all departments and in all 
fields there is a steady succession of lecturers 
during the year. 

The University’s facilities for sports are ex- 
cellent. The swimming pool would make 
any Sao Paulo athletic club envious, and it is 
very popular in the summer; also, the tennis 
courts, some twenty or more, are completely 
occupied on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. 
The stadium is very attractive, but neverthe- 


less it does not quite come up to our own 
Pacaembu. 


Motion pictures, on the campus, are em- 
ployed strictly for purposes ‘of education, 
illustrating lectures, talks, and classes. But 
two steps from the University grounds we 
had at our disposal two good movie theatres 
with a varied program. The movies are thus 
accessible to all, but the same is not true of 
beer, or any other drink even slightly alco- 
holic. These drinks not only do not exist 
on the University grounds, but also may not 
be sold with an area of ten blocks outside its 
limits. 

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY SCHOOL 

But, though I have pleasant memories of 
the University, the most gratifying of all are, 
without a doubt, those of the Library School. 
There I received, during all my stay in the 
United States, the most convincing proof of 
cordiality from the School’s director, Mr. 
James Adelbert McMillen, and from all its 
Professors, principally from those with whom 
I had the honor of studying: Miss Florrinell 
Francis, Miss S. Metella Williams, and Miss 
Margaret M. Herdman. Our classmates were 


no less engaging than the members of the fac- 
ulty, and they did everything possible so that 
we might adapt ourselves more quickly to our 
new environment, and feel perfectly at ease 
and comfortable. 


The L. S. U. Library School, which is one 
of the thirty accredited by the A. L. A. in 
the United States, requires that prospective 
candidates shall already hold the A. B. or 
B. S. degree, and that they have a reading 
knowledge of at least two foreign languages. 

The program consists of five fundamental 
courses of study: classification and catalog- 
ing, book selection, library administration, 
reference books, and book ordering. These 
are the basic subjects, but there are some ten 
others to be elected by the student, according 
to the special interest he wishes to follow, 
and in order to graduate, he must take the 
equivalent of fifteen hours of class work per 
week, or fifteen semester-hours, as they are 


called. 


As special students, we were exempted 
from one of the required subjects, book selec- 
tion, since the administration of the school 
realized that such a course, based mostly on 
American and English books, would encum- 
ber us without positive value in our future 
activities here in Brazil. In fact, the omis- 
sion of that subject gave us more time to 
dedicate to others which interested us more, 
and also helped us to master the difficulties 
inherent in any course given in a foreign lan- 
guage. Our program was, therefore, limited 
to the following subjects: classification and 
cataloging, library administration, reference 
work, trade bibliography and book ordering, 
and in the second semester the latter was 
substituted by the course in advanced bibli- 
ography, which is a study of the most im- 
portant American and foreign bibliographies. 

In order to give an idea of how classes and 
studies are conducted, it will perhaps be in- 
teresting to mention that all the Library 
School professors, as well as those in other 
departments, work on a fixed schedule, what- 
ever the number of classes they happen to 
have each day. From eight o'clock in the 
morning until after four in the afternoon, 
they are in their offices, in the school’s build- 
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ing, at the service of the students, always 
endeavoring with unfailing good will, and 
without counting the time spent, to orient 
their charges in the studies in which they are 
engaged. This must constitute, without a 
doubt, one of the chief reasons for the ef- 
fectiveness of instruction in American uni- 
versities. 


Besides the professor’s offices, the school 
building contains classrooms, and an excel- 
lent laboratory of classification and catalog- 
ing. In the study hall is housed the school’s 
own library, which is one of the fourteen 
branches of the central library. In attractive 
book stands arranged along the walls, the 
student has, within easy reach, the books 
necessary for the course, except for the ref- 
erence collection, which is located in the cen- 
tral library. The Library School’s special 
collection contains some eight thousand 
volumes, there being several copies of a good 
many books, in order to avoid the necessity 
of excessive waiting on the part of the stu- 
dents. 

But it is not only the study hall which will 
make our students and heroic professors of 
library science envious. The laboratory of 
classification and cataloging also offers the 
greatest comfort and convenience. In that 
room there are some fifty typewriters, and 
an equal number of the following works: 
Dewey, Cutter, A. L. A. Cat. rules, which are 
the basic tools necessary for the cataloguer. 

Another great advantage of the Library 
School is its being housed in the same build- 
ing with the central University Library, the 
Hill Memorial Library, with its three hun- 
dred thousand volumes, including a very 
rich collection of reference works, which the 
students use in studying that subject, and also 
a splendid and comfortable periodical room, 
for spare time reading. 

I must confess that it was only after be- 
coming acquainted with that organization 
and its facilities, that I could fully appreciate 
the extraordinary effort which our Library 
School represents, and how much we really 
owe to the dedication of its mentors, Dr. 
Rubens Borba de Moraes, and D. Adelpha 
Rodrigues de Figueiredo. 


If 1 was enthusiastic about the University, 
I was no less favorably impressed with cer- 
tain services of American libraries. I shall 
give today rapid impressions of some of them, 
which will not be original, but which will 
serve to stimulate our aspirations in the direc- 
tion of carrying them on here in Brazil. 

PRINTED CARDS 


In exploring the catalogs of the various 
libraries which I visited, I always found a 
high percentage of cards printed by the Li- 
brary of Congress, or by the H. W. Wilson 
Co., of New York, which has also been 
printing this material for some time. Ameri- 
can libraries make only the cards which they 
cannot obtain from those institutions. In 
general, as soon as they receive the invoices 
of their book dealers, and even before re- 
ceiving the books themselves, they order the 
necessary cards. When these arrive, the cata- 
loging department has only to put on the 
various subject-headings, or the single subject- 
heading, the classification number in accord- 
ance with the system used, and file the cards 
in the catalog. The information of the printed 
cards includes, below, the classification num- 
ber and the subject, or the subjects, of which 
the work treats. 


Some of the largest and richest libraries 
also print the cards which they are not able 
to find in the Library of Congress, or a 
H. W. Wilson and Co. In this case, only the 
work of copying the same card several times 
by typewriter is saved, but the main card has 
to be made completely. 


All of us who have some experience in the 
work of classification and cataloging know 
how trying it is. In order to gain an ide 
of the palpable advantages of printed cards, 
let us recall, in a few words, the principal 
steps in the cataloging of any work. The 
name of the author must be verified, and 
when it is a question of a work written if 
collaboration, the names of the co-authors. 
In the case of works published by societies 
clubs, governmental departments, etc., stil 
another verification must be made. This 
not extra work or extra care, as may appeaf 
on the surface, but only a necessity whi 
can not be eliminated in any cataloging tha 
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aims at exactness. Immediately, when the 
process of cataloging has already begun, it is 
important to verify the edition, the place’ of 
publication, and the date of the latter; the 
physical aspect of the book, such as pagina- 
tion, engravings, illustrations, and format; 
it must be noted whether the work has 
bibliographies or not, etc. All this takes 
time, but it must be recorded on the card, 
and in a determined order. These are aids 
to the reader in the selection of the book, 
and the inclusion of all these data on the 
card is indisputably necessary. All this re- 
quires a lot of work, but this has already 
been done on the cards acquired from the 
Library of Congress, or from H. W. Wilson 
and Co. 


But the greatest difficulty is, certainly, de- 
termining what the subject of the book is, 
and the consequent selection of the subject- 
heading, or of the subject-headings, and the 
dassifying number. What is the book about? 
What can be the best subject-heading for the 
work at hand? Which is the best classify- 
ing number? These are questions which 
frequently result in a problem for us libra- 
rians. How much trouble these questions 
cause us, and how often the solution is in- 
adequate! It is extremely difficult to find 
assistants who have, above all, such a sense of 
interpretation that enables them to find al- 
ways a good solution to that great problem. 
I believe that there exists no doubt whatever 
about the great obstacles encountered in this 
work. As I said before, none of the other 
libraries of the country have to think about 
cataloging, and the other questions of classi- 
fication: the printed cards have done all 
the work. 


If that is so in the United States where 
library staffs are much larger, shouldn’t we 
expect at least the same solution among our- 
selves since we have less means at our dis- 
posal ? 

My colleagues, I fervently hope that our 
Municipal Library will take the initiative, 
hot only in printing cards, but also in sell- 
ing them to the other libraries of the coun- 
tty, contributing in this way to uniformity, 
greater accuracy, and the perfection of our 





catalogs, which unveils before us the dream 
of the union catalog—that marvelous device 
which will open before our eyes, as though 
by a miracle of organization, thousands of 
books, and dozens, or perhaps hundreds of 
libraries! 

. INDEXES 

Among the various instruments which 
make American libraries so dynamic, and so 
useful, the several indexes which are pub- 
lished in that country play a very significant 
role. They are indispensable guides to mate- 
rial for which one may be searching, and 
which must be obtained without loss of time. 

All of us are, to a greater or less degree, 
familiar with the monumental Cumulative 
Book Index, a work which records monthly 
almost all the books published in the world 
in English. The index is accumulated each 
year ,and after several years, a single volume 
of those accumulations appears. This is a 
marvelous production in amount of informa- 
tion, IT mean to say, because of the amount 
of information it presents, thus gathering in 
one volume such an immense amount of 
material. 


However, it is not only in the field of 
books that the Americans have such ease of 
access to their material. They also have 
perfect indexes to their magazines and jour- 
nals. We know full well that periodicals 
contain studies, often of great value, and 
that only much later, or possibly never, do 
these articles appear in the form of books. 
How can these studies be found without an 
index? If one has information regarding the 
neriodical in which the work was published, 
he can look through the index of each 
issue, but this is a task which entails con- 
siderable waste of time. Today events move 
ranidly, and there is no longer time for such 
ontiquated methods of research. 

The Americans not only have various 
ceneral indexes at their disposal, such as the 
Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature, but 
also indexes concerning special subjects, as 
the Agricultural Index, Education Index, In- 
dustrial Arts Index, etc. Concerning belles, 
lettres there are several specialized indexes, 
such as the Dramatic Index, which records 
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theatrical productions published in magazines 
and books since 1909; the Essay and General 
Literature Index, which has been in existence 
since 1900; Grainger’s Index to Poetry and 
Recitations, which records all poetic works by 
author, title, and even by the first line of the 
poem. There is no doubt that periodical in- 
dexes are as necessary to a periodical collec- 
tion, as catalogs are to book collection. With- 
out such indexes, the whole periodical col- 


lection becomes more or less useless, a short . 


time after the publication of each magazine. 

How many Brazilian magazines we had in 
the past, and still have today, containing, 
within their covers, extremely valuable mate- 
rial, and which are reduced to a mere dead 
weight on the book shelves a short time 
after their publication! On the other hand, 
a simple, general periodical index transforms 
all that mass of material into sources of study 
and culture. Medical publications, and those 
on related subjects, are already made easy of 
access in the Indice-cataloge Medico Paulista, 
and in the Indice-catalogo Medico Brasileiro, 
edited by our illustrious colleague Dr. Jorge 
de Andrade Maia. 


A cumulative book index for hooks pub- 
lished in Brazil, and a general index of 
Brazilian periodicals, are an absolute neces- 
sity, and will constitute an indispensable part 
of the equipment of all the libraries of the 
country. 


A little before my departure for the United 
States, IT was able, in the Biblioteca Publica 
de Sao Paulo, to collaborate in the organiza- 
tion of a cumulative book index of the Bra- 
zilian output in the years of 1937 and 1938, 
a work which is still being printed. It was 
only an attempt, since the Library did not 
have at its disposal the elements necessary 
for a complete compilation. But that attempt 
is a sign that we shall have, in the near 
future, a regular establishment charsed with 
this task. IT have no knowledge of anv ini- 
tiative having been taken in regard to the 
compilation of a general index for Brazilian 
periodicals, but T hope that the attempt will 
not be long in appearing. 

Our press is now more frequently con- 
cerned with the necessity, which we all feel, 


of widening the horizons of our libraries, and 
giving them an organization, housing and 
equipment essential to their function as the 
close auxiliary of every educational system, 
as the real people’s university. Our public 
officials are now talking of the modern con- 
ception of the library, which should be a 
dynamic, working entity. It is evident that 
these instruments and tools which make ac- 
cess to the collection of books and periodicals 
easier, are indispensable for our attainment 
of the high objectives we have set. 


REFERENCE WORK 

Another very common service in American 
libraries is the reference section, which has 
not yet, as it seems, been initiated into Bra- 
zilian libraries. This service consists essen- 
tially in the shelving of all reference works 
in a single place, and in the presence there 
of a reference librarian. 

All works which are consulted for a given 
piece of information form this collection, 
such as dictionaries, encyclopedias, atlases, 
bibliographies, yearbooks, almanacs, direc- 
tories, indexes, catalogs and many other books, 
which, though not specifically belonging to 
the above classifications, are gathered to 
gether in such manner as to serve as sources 
of reference—compendia and manuals, for 
example. 


Libraries in English speaking countries 
have already a sure guide for the formation 
of the reference department in the notable 
work of Isadore Gilbert Mudge, Guide to 
Reference Books, where one may find almost 
4000 American, English, and foreign titles 
listed and criticized. That work will also be 
one of the best guides for the study of our 
reference collections; all that is necessary is 
the further development of the section on 
Latin American literature, and_ principally 
that dealing with Brazilian books. 

The function of the Reference Librarian 
consists in studying that collection, and being 
thoroughly acquainted with its value and 
the best methods for its use, in such a way 
that he can fulfill any request in a few 
minutes, if not in some seconds. The services 
of this librarian render even a small collection 
valuable and very useful. 
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We are all acquainted with the difficulties 
of those who need a piece of information, and 
don’t know where or how to go about look- 
ing for it. Readers lose an enormous amount 
of time merely looking in the wrong places. 
The library employee who has not had a 
special preparation cannot, with his good 
disposition alone, better the situation. The 
Americans have solved the problem by the 
creation of the specialized reference service. 


PUBLICITY 

But it is not only through their organiza- 
tion, nor their equipment, nor even solely 
because of the favorable environment in 
which they are situated, that American libra- 
ties have attained such popularity in that 
country. They also avail themselves of ad- 
vertising to increase the number of their 
readers, and to cultivate in them a taste for 
good reading. 

In the United States a radio-theatrical pro- 
duction has been played, whose theme is built 
around the adventures of a family which, 
wishing to better its condition, had moved 
from Alaska to the State of Washington. In 
that play, the members of the family relate 
the difficulties they have encountered, and 
then the resolution they took of visiting the 
library, thus describing its services; and they 
end by making apparent the contribution of 
the library to their professional success. 

In order to attract the public, sometimes 
also posters are used, on which are read sug- 
gestive mottoes and sentences like the fol- 
lowing—which seem a little queer, it is true, 
to our mind, which is yet very little accus- 
tomed to advertising: “We should read if 
we truly wish to remain great and free,” 
“He who reads, wins,” “Knowledge always 
has its recompense,” etc. 

Almost every library has its auditorium, 
great or small, and more or less luxurious, 
depending on the size of the institution. 
This is always at the disposal of societies, 
dubs, or other local gatherings, which need 
it, a hall for their meetings or lectures. The 
library does not only offer the auditorium, 
but even goes further at times, and the libra- 
flan himself is ready to orient the functions. 
members of these societies come only to 








take care of the business in hand, but in 
doing so they have also become acquainted 
with the library, and possibly represent new 
readers, won to the cause of good books. 

At times the advertising consists only in 
the publication of small, mimeographed lists 
of the most interesting works concerning a 
given topic, usually a current one, which are 
distributed widely to the newspapers, radio 
stations, and to the public. 


On the approach of Eastertime, for ex- 
ample, they publish a list of religious works, 
especially selected for the season. In the 
Washington Public Library I remember 
having seen two lists of suggestions for 
Easter: one of Catholic books, and the other 
of Protestant works. The same procedure is 
followed in regard to other religious or civic 
holidays. 

In addition, they publish, from time to 
time, a list of the best biographies the library 
possesses. arranged by subject; they also print 
a list of the most widely read novels of the 
last two years; or of the principal historical 
novels—or, simply, a select list of the books 
acquired each. month. 

Of course, I needn’t add that all those 
titles are cataloged, and could be found by 
any reader who wishes to look for them. 
The publication of the special lists, however, 
serves to call the attention of those interested 
to good selections for reading, which will 
prove enjoyable as well; and above all, to 
bring to the library persons who do not yet 
frequent it. Finally, it contributes to the 
general advertising of the library’s services. 

Every library of relative importance in the 
United States has, in its makeup, a person 
with the exclusive function of “Readers Ad- 
viser,” and generally it is this employee who 
has charge of the publicity service, as well 
as of orienting the reader who has already 
come to the library in the selection of his 
readings, both recreative and studious, taking 
into account the degree of intellectual de- 
velopment and the personal tedencies of each 
individual. 


The prestige of a library is dependent to- 
day upon the services whcih it furnishes to 
the community by which it is maintained. 
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One of its most important services is pre- 
cisely that of stimulating taste for literature, 
suggesting it, and bringing it within reach 
of all. 

Before concluding these rapid impressions, 
permit me to say to you that I could also 
tell our American friends something of our 
library service, which was greatly appreciated 
by them. I told them, for example, that we 
have in our Children’s Library, through the 
initiative of Dr. Rubens Borba de Moraes, a 
regularly functioning educative motion pic- 


ture show, besides a library on wheels which 
stops in two large gardens of our city, offer- 
ing open-air reading. I found neither of 
these two services in the cities which | 
visited and, it is interesting to note, all agreed 
that they represent a very useful enterprise, 
And if we may be proud of these original 
services, we should be even more so in re- 
gard to the palatial building which the city 
of Sao Paulo has given us, for it is certainly 
one of the most beautiful edifices of its kind 
in all America. 


Attitudes Toward Library Instruction 


By Exra V. Avpricw 
Readers’ Adviser and Instructor 
Louisiana State University Library 


Literature has always reflected the times. 
One of its forms—the diary—reflects indi- 
vidual attitudes, and many other forms show 
group attitudes. If it were possible to cap- 
ture for immediate release a picture of today’s 
college student, it would reveal an attitude 


of purpose, of interest, and of economy. The 
gaiety is still there, but it is balanced by a 
natural self-discipline not apparent in his 
brothers and sisters of a few years ago. 
Economy of time is important to him. He 
sees a new reason for efficiency of technique; 
and the effective use of the library assumes 
a position of real value in his program of 
economy. 

Students have more experience in the use 
of books and libraries in secondary schools 
than ever before; but it seems that even the 
best high school libraries, adequate for their 
own purposes, cannot prepare students for 
the use of college or university libraries. The 
sma!l school with a correspondingly small 
library naturally offers their students little 
opportunity for such preparation. Many 
schools, both large and small, will continue 
to be handicapped until superintendents and 
principals recognize the importance and value 
of library instruction, either integrated or 
separately given, and see that a place is pro- 
vided for it in the curriculum. 

Some colleges and universities give a re- 


quired course in library use to the freshman 
class. Louisiana State University offers one, 
and at the first meeting of each class a 
“library questionnaire” is given to reveal the 
extent of library knowledge and to “condi- 
tion” the students for the course by allowing 
them to realize their limitations. Only the 
minimum fundamentals necessary for getting 
around in a library are included, and for the 
last four years statistics show a real need for 
instruction on the college level. From 1938 
1939 to 1940-1941 the average score for fresh- 
men from Louisiana high schools has risen 
from 54 to 59, showing more preparation on 
the secondary level, but far from adequate 
for effective work in a university library. 

This situation seems to exist in other states 
also. Donald Coney, Librarian of the Uni 
versity of Texas, said in January, 1941, “At 
the beginning of this year 1,309 freshmen 
took a test designed to investigate their 
ability to get around in libraries and make 
use of the simple apparatus of text- and 
reference books. Of these entering students, 
370, or about 27 per cent scored 63 or above; 
the remaining 73, having lower scores, lie 
below the threshold of adequate efficiency 8 
library use. It seems reasonable to suppot 
that something ought to be done for this 
subliminal group.”* 

Louisiana and Texas are certainly repie 


*Library Booklist, January 2-8, 1941. The University of Texas Library. 
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sentative, and their State Universities are 
among the top-ranking in the country. Loui- 
siana, is one of the few states whose Depart- 
ment of Education has a Supervisor of School 
Libraries. A few years ago a study was 
made by Peyton Hurt of the ability of grad- 
uate students at Stanford and at the Univer- 
sity of California to use a library, and the 
result was similarly revealing. 


In the colleges and universities offering no 
library orientation course, how much real as- 
sistance is given students by the faculty in 
the actual matter of library instruction or 
even by listing the full names of authors 
whose works they wish consulted or the 


exact and accurate titles of books? Some in- 


stitutions offer two or more lectures (usually 
less) about the library through the English 


Department. Is it the function of the col- 
lege professor to lecture on library use? Is 
he equipped to give such service? It is the 
responsibility of the library and of the uni- 
versity but not of any department. 

How, then, are Joe-College and his bud- 
dies to meet the needs of a self-designed pro- 
gram of economy without the ability to use 
the library effectively? This year’s freshman- 
class at L. S. U. is more seriously interested 
and its orientation course than at any time 
in the opportunities offered by the library 
during the six-year-lifetime of the course, 
more keenly aware of their responsibilities in 
a society facing a confused world, and more 
eager to be about their serious business. Mr. 
Coney has answered the above question by 
saying that it is reasonable to suppose that 
something ought to be done. 


Library (cooperation in (Gaddo Parish 


By Bess Vaucnan, Librarian and Anne E. Givens, Librarian 
Parish Dept., Shreve Memorial Library 


Shreve Memorial Library opened its doors 
to the City of Shreveport in early December 
of 1923. Prior to 1900 there had been a 
reading room called the Mechanics Library, 
and another organization called the Shreve- 
port Library Association which combined in 
1992 and became the People’s Library out of 
which the Shreve Memorial Library even- 
tually evolved. 


The people of Caddo Parish, outside of 
Shreveport, had no library service during all 
these years; that is to say, no service was 
provided especially for them. They might, 
if they chose, come in to Shreveport and 
use the city library but there were compara- 
tively few who could afford to do so. For a 
long time there had been a desire on the part 
of the rural people for the privileges of a 
library, so in January of 1930 the Caddo 
Parish Police Jury was prevailed upon to 
appropriate $10,000 for library service to the 
residents of the parish exclusive of Shreve- 
port. The plan was to re-appropriate this 
‘same amount in the years following. The 
tconomic depression which hit Shreveport 


shortly thereafter, played havoc with these 
plans just as it did with practically everything 
else, and the original $10,000 was spread over 
three years with only a small supplement of 
$600 in 1932. In 1933 a sum of $2,000 was 
appropriated and this has been gradually in- 
creased with the passing years until the pres- 
ent appropriation of $7,000 was reached in 
1940. 


For some long since forgotten reason, no 
formal contract was ever adopted by the par- 
ticipating parties. There was simply a 
friendly agreement between the Police Jury 
on the one hand, and the City Council and 
the Shreve Memorial Library Board on the 
other, which may be determined at any time 
on the request of either party, providing 
thirty days notice is given. 

One of the many aims of parish library 
service is to equalize the educational oppor- 
tunities of the city and parish so the direc- 
tion and supervision of the parish library 
service was placed in the hands of the Libra- 
rian of the Shreve Memorial Library. One 
unfortunate aspect of the arrangement, how- 
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ever, was that a separate Library Board of 
five people was appointed by the Police Jury 
to attend to business concerning the parish 
library. Funds for the project were placed 
at the disposal of the Librarian but handled 
separately from those of the city library, thus 
necessitating two sets of books for financial 
records, 


It took some months to set up the machin- 
ery for operating a parish library. At first 
the books for parish use were accessioned and 
cataloged along with those for the city 
library. Later, since there was no actual 
contract, it was thought wise to reverse this 
policy and keep separate accession books, 
shelf-lists and catalogs for the two library 
agencies. This policy is still being followed. 
There is no union catalog for the city and 
parish library resources. 


Some time was spent seeking suitable loca- 
tions for branches in the towns which asked 
for them and in securing reliable custodians. 
From the beginning these custodians have 
been paid small sums by the library out of 
the funds provided by the Police Jury. It 
was not until June of 1930, that the first 
branch library was established and by the 
end of the year a total number of five had 
been opened. During the next year, three 
more libraries were established and today 
there are fifteen which are located in city 
halls, community houses, vacant stores, 
schools, stores in operation, a Sunday School 
room, and a Doctor’s Office. 


In 1936 the Police Jury and City Council 
agreed upon a new arrangement concerning 
the handling of funds. The Police Jury now 
turns over to the City Department a monthly 
sum for the Parish Library service. All 
orders now go through the City Purchasing 
Agent’s Office and are paid by the Finance 
Department on approval of the Librarian of 
the Shreve Memorial Library. By the same 
agreement, the Parish Library Board was dis- 
pensed with and in its stead, the Police Jury 
appoints two of its members to serve on the 
Shreve Memorial Library Board. 

Due to the change in the handling of 
funds, certain routines were changed also. 
It is now possible to combine the city and 


parish orders for books and supplies but each 
keeps records of the amounts spent for books 
and the quantities of supplies used. Most of 
the processing routines for new books are 
combined although it is still necessary for 
the cataloging to be done separately. As 
stated above there is no union catalog to 
show the combined holdings of the city and 
parish but the Shreve Memorial Library du- 
plicates all purchases made for the Parish 
Department. It was found advisable to throw 
all registrations, city and parish, together into 
a central registration file with individual files 
at each branch library. This procedure 
avoided duplicate registrations in several 
branch libraries at the same time and helped 
to make the total number of borrowers a 
more accurate figure. Statistics, such as book 
additions and withdrawals, registrations, and 
circulations are kept separately; however 
there is a combined set of these statistics kept 
in the librarian’s office. All binding up until 
July of this year has been done by W. P. A. 
workers but supplies were charged to the 
proper library agency. And last but not least 
of the routines, all first class mail goes over 
the librarian’s desk in order that she may 
keep in close touch with the business of all 
departments of the library. 


The book collections in each of the branch 
libraries is kept fresh by constant interchange. 
In this way any resident of the parish will 
in time, have within his reach the entire 
resources of the Parish Library, which in 
volume and range, equals that of a fair-sized 
city library. In addition every effort is made, 
insofar as funds will permit, to meet the 
demand for specific books either by special 
purchase or by inter-library loan. Requests 
for specific books or material on certain sub 
jects are forwarded to the Parish Library 4 
received in the branch libraries. The libra 
rian in charge of that department draws 
heavily on the larger collection of the Shreve 
Memorial Library for the needs of the rural 
people. When neither the parish nor the 
city can supply the information desired, then 
another agency, such as the Louisiana Library 


Commission, is called upon for assistance. 
The Parish Department and Shreve Memo 
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rial Library each handles its own inter- 
library loans with outside agencies. 

The Librarian in charge of the Parish 
Library makes regular visits to all branch 
libraries at least once a month and oftener 
when it can be managed. The Librarian of 
the Shreve Memorial Library accompanies 
her as often as the press of other duties will 
allow. On such visits books are delivered 
to the rural libraries and those which are no 
longer useful in the community are packed 
up and brought home to be sent elsewhere. 

Under the system which has evolved in 


this library there will be found both advan- 
tages and disadvantages—naturally! Having 
one Library Board with uniform policies for 
the two branches of library service is most 
invaluable. One financial pool and the con- 
sequent combining of many routines, orders, 
etc., have no doubt reduced expenses greatly. 
On the other hand, because there is no formal 
contract, there is the disadvantage of having 
to maintain separate cataloging departments 
with individual shelf-lists and records. On 
the whole though the system might be said 
to be a fairly satisfactory one. 


Louisiana Library Association 


1941 


OFFICERS 


1942 


MISS FLORRINELL FRANCIS, President 
Louisiana State University Library School, Baton Rouge, La. 


MISS SALLIE FARRELL, Ist Vice-President 
Rapides Parish Library, Alexandria, La. 
WILLIAM D. POSTELL, 2nd Vice-President 
Louisiana State University Medical School Library 
New Orleans, La. 


MISS ALICE HEBERT, Secretary 


Louisiana Library Commission, Baton Rouge, La. 


ROBERT TUCKER, Treasurer 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, La. 


COMMITTEES 


Program committee: Mary Rice, Chairman; Janet Ag- 
new, Elizabeth Johnson, Hilda Strauss. 


Membership committee: Jean Manson, Chairman; 
Mrs. Leo Marcy, May Lynn Amiss, Marion Tay- 
lor. 


Registration committec: Frances Flanders, Chairman; 
Margery Brown, Virginia Suc Field, Tressic 
Cook, Lou Venia Gahagan, Esther Elam. 


Publicity: Sara Jones, Chairman; Dorothy Beckmeyer, 
Louise Gray, George Bentley. 


Commercial Exhibits: Evelyn Peters, 
Marie Mamalakis, Kathryn Hanley. 


Professional Exhibits: Viola Anderson, Chairman; 
Mary Clint Irion, Mary MacFarland. 


Chairman; 


Resolutions committee: Arthur Gropp, Chairman; 
Edna Ralston, Frances Michie. 


Auditing committee: J. E. Scheerer, Chairman; Grey 
Hughes. 


Hospitality: Mary Clay, Chairman; Mrs. Jack Hays, 
Thyra Holt, Frances Michic. 


Cooperation with library section of L. T. A.: Georg- 
ette Richard, Chairman; Ina B. Shaw, Mary 
Morgan. 


Federal relations committee: Mary Harris. 


Liaison officer between L. L. A. and Citizens’ Li- 
brary Movement: Elizabeth Johnson. 


Constitutional revision committee: Ella V. Aldrich, 
Chairman; Nathaniel Stewart, Ralph McComb, 
Mrs. Ruth Baird. 


Adult education committee: Debora Abramson, Chair- 
man; Sue Hefley, Mary Mims, John Hall Jacobs. 


State publications committee: James McGee, Chair- 
man; Lucy Foote, Marguerite Renshaw, Alice 
Daspit. 


State planning committee: Essae M. Culver, Chair- 
man. 


The list of committees is not complete and other appointments will be announced Jater. 


Monroe will be host to the Louisiana Library Association in 1942, with the Virginia Hotel as head- 
quarters. ‘The convention dates will be set for the third or fourth week of April, and it is hoped that 
librarians will: begin making plans now to attend the Monroe meeting. 
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Victory Book Campaign 


Louisiana books and libraries are being 
mobilized to aid in the National Victory 
Book campaign to collect 10,000,000 books 
for sailors, soldiers and marines, and January 
12 has been set as the opening date, it is an- 
nounced by Miss Essae M. Culver, state di- 
rector of the campaign. 

Preliminary plans for the state organization 
include appointments to the state executive 
committee. These seven members include: 
Mrs. R. E. Arne, representing the Red Cross; 
A. M. Cadwell, representing the United Ser- 
vice Organization; Miss Sue Hefley, who 
will represent school and college libraries; 
Miss Ella V. Aldrich, representing Louisiana 
State university libraries; Miss Margaret Reed, 
parish and regional libraries; Committees for 
each town in the state will be announced 
later. 

Two executive assistants appointed in- 


clude: Mr. John Hall Jacobs for the City of 
New Orleans and Miss Deborah Abramson 
for the state outside of New Orleans. 

Good books of every kind are needed to 
fill the 1,000 USO reading rooms which it is 
estimated will be in use by the end of 1942. 
The appeal is one which provides oppor- 
tunity for everyone to assist our men by di- 
rect contribution to the Morale program. 

Reading material collected for soldiers, 
sailors and marines during the Victory Book 
Campaign will be used to supplement the 
splendid library services provided by the 
Government, which are excellent in quality 
but inadequate in quantity. 

The drive is sponsored by the American 
Library association, the Red Cross and the 
United Service organization and representa- 
tives from many organizations are serving 
on advisory committees. 


College and Reference. Libraries 


THE POLL OF COLLEGE AND 
REFERENCE LIBRARIANS 
IN LOUISIANA 
It was most gratifying to receive the en- 
thusiastic response of college and reference 
librarians in the state in connection with our 


inquiry of proposed projects. The projects 
were recommended as possible extensions of 
L. L. A. activity beyond the present borders. 
Responses were received from eighty-five 
persons out of a possible one hundred and 
five—an excellent statistical return for a ques- 
tionnaire. Some of the responses were not 
quite complete, and accounted for some vari- 
ations in tabulation. However, the final poll, 
reflecting first and second ranking of pro- 
posed projects, is as follows: 
Ist 2ND 
Proposep Proyecr RANK RANK 
Louisiana Studies in Libraries 
and Librarianship 18 10 
Survey of Libraries in Louisiana 16 12 
Louisiana Library Association 


Scholarship-Loan Fund ....._ 15 
Staff, Salaries, Tenure in Col- 

lege Libraries... 

Subsidization of an L. L. A. 

Lecture Program 
Legislation Affecting Librarian- 

ship in the Southwest 
Blueprint for Adult Education 

in Louisiana. 

L. L. A. as Sponsor to Statewide 

Records Survey Studies 
Coordination of L. L. A. with 

with the A. L. A. int. 

As Chairman of the College ~ Reference 
Section, therefore, I have sent the following 
communication to the Executive Board: 

“The major interest, therefore, appears to 
be in the following recommendations, in of 
der of their importance: 

a) That the Executive Board consider the 

initiation and organization of a series 


of published/unpublished studies to be 
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known as Louisiana Studies in Libraries 
and Librarianship; 

b) That the Executive Board consider as 
the first study in this series, ‘A Survey 
of Libraries in Louisiana’; 

c) That some consideration be given in 
the future to the possibility of a scheme 
of scholarship and loan through the 
Association.” 

This, in essence, represents the will and 
recommendations of the College and Refer- 
ence Section, or more accurately, the body of 
college and reference librarians in Louisiana. 
[ should like to express my gratitude for the 
excellent cooperation shown by the librarians 
in this poll, and feel that it marks the be- 
ginning of accelerated interest in the work 
and activities of the Association as a whole. 
Nathaniel Stewart, 

Chairman, College and Reference 
Section 


HOWARD-TILTON MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY (Tulane University ) 


Mr. Ralph W. McComb, Assistant . Li- 
brarian, will be away on leave of absence 
beginning January 1, 1942. Mr. McComb is 
to continue his work for the degree of Ph.D. 
in Library Science, and will «pursue his 
studies at the Graduate Library School, Uni- 
versity of Chicago. His colleagues will miss 
his genial and pleasant ways, and we wish 
him the very best of good fortune during 
his leave of absence from the campus. Miss 
Kathryn Hanley, Head of the Circulation 
Department, is also on leave of absence to 
take up duties at the LaGarde General Hos- 
pital in New Orleans. We extend to her, too, 
all good wishes. During Miss Hanley’s 
absence, Mrs. Mary Bell Herndon will as- 
sume the responsibilities of the Circulation 
Department supervision. Mrs. Sarah H. Wal- 
lace, formerly assistant head of the circula- 
tion unit at the University of Virginia, has 
been appointed an assistant in the Circula- 
tion Department. 


The library has recently been made the de- 
pository of the important Baldwin-Bouligny 
Papers. These records, which date back to 
tarly times in Louisiana colonial history, will 
Prove to be most valuable source material 








for study in the University. It is hoped that 
a calendar of the Baldwin-Bouligny Papers 
will be made under the direction of the Lou- 
isiana Historical Records Survey, such as now 
is being made for the Favrot Papers which 
came into the custody of the University last 
winter. 


Mr. Usher informs us that the library has 
recently ordered the Pope and Warburton 
edition of Shakespeare's Works, London, 
1747, in eight volumes. With the acquisi- 
tion of this set the library will have on its 
shelves every important edition of Shakes- 
peare published in the 18th century. The 
library also recently acquired the German 
edition of Shakespeare’s Works edited by A. 
W. Schlegel, nine volumes in five, Berlin, 
1825-1833. Our congratulations on these im- 
portant acquisitions. 

At the recent annual meeting of the How- 
ard Memorial Library Association, held on 
December 9, Mr. Ashton Phelps was elected 
a member of the Board to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of Dr. B. V. B. Dixon. 
The Librarian presented a report on the 
significant changes incident to the location 
in the new building. 


CITY HALL ARCHIVES 
(City of New Orleans) 

The City Hall Archives has become a very 
busy center for newspaper resources, to meet 
the many requests growing out of the world 
situation. The index files for the many jour- 
nals are constantly in use, and the librarian 
reports that most of the requests seek to ex- 
amine American conflicts in the past and the 
situations and emergencies of those periods. 

The resources of the library are increasing- 
ly utilized for public requests, and there is a 
definite sign that the records are appreciated 
for use in many instances. The City Hall 
Archives is proud that it can participate in 
offering its service in the program that is 
being formulated for the defense of our coun- 
try. 

HILL MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
(Louisiana State University) 

Paul E. Postell, Order Librarian, is on leave 
since November 15. Lieutenant Postell has 
been called to Washington, D. C. to be on 
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the staff of the Morale Division of the War 
Department. He is assistant to Captain Ray 
L. Trautman, who is in charge of the army 
post libraries. A recent letter from Lieutenant 
Postell informs us that his department is try- 
“more and better 


ing to give the soldiers 
reading material.” 


Among recent staff changes are: Juanita 
Terry, formerly in charge of Gifts and Ex- 
changes, now head of the Order Depart- 
ment; Mr. Robert C. Tucker, now in charge 
of the Gifts and Exchanges; Mr. James C. 
McDougald, to take the position of Mr. Tuck- 
er; acting in place of Mr. McDougald is Mrs. 
Geraldine Matteson Johnson, formerly Secre- 
tary of the Library School. 


At the recent meeting of the Mississippi 
Library Association, Mr. James A. McMillen, 
Director of Libraries at Louisiana State Uni- 
versity, was one of the key speakers and ad- 
dressed the Association on the subject “Re- 
cent Library Progress in University and Col- 
lege Libraries in the South.” 


Lucy B. Foote, Head Cataloger, has been 
appointed chairman of the A. L. A. Catalog 
Division, Committee on State Author Head- 
ings. In this connection an article by Miss 
Foote entitled, “Report of a Survey on Stand- 
ards for State Author Heading Lists” ap- 
peared in the 1940 Catalogers and Classifiers 
Yearbook. The article deals with setting up 
of tentative standards for state author head- 
ing lists. 

Microfilm copies of the legislative docu- 
ments in the Louisiana Collection which are 
not already in the nation’s capitol were made 
by W. J. Kemmel last month. Mr. Kemmel 
did the work under the direction of Dr. W. S. 
Jenkins, teacher of political science at the 
University of North Carolina, which is di- 
recting a search for the Library of Congress 
of all such documents in the United States 
which have not already been filed in Wash- 
ington. a 

Outstanding recent acquisitions by the Hill 
Memorial Library are: Selecta Fungarorum 
Carpologia of the brothers L. R. and C. Tu- 
lasne. This work was translated by W. B. 
Grove, edited by A. H. Buller and C. L. 
Shear, Oxford 1931. Volumes 1-63 and 65-75 


of the American Journal of Philology. The 
latter item completes the library’s set of this 
important journal. 
AGRAMONTE MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
(Louisiana State University, School 
of Medicine) 

Mr. William Postell, Librarian, reports that 
the largest circulation in the history of that |i- 
brary was recorded for the month of October, 
1941. Over 3,000 volumes were circulated 
in that period. Congratulations on this splen- 
did performance of library and medical in- 
struction coordination. 


Among the recent important acquisitions 
is a complete set of Isis, the Journal of the 
History of Science. It is one of the foremost 
journals for the study of the history of science 
and allied subjects, and the library and fac- 
ulty are proud of this acquisition. 

One of the most interesting developments 
in university library work, as well as in 
special library work, is library instruction 
for prospective physicians and public health 
workers. The librarian and assistant librari- 
an are to be commended for their fine work 
on the Medical Bibliography courses to first 
year students. The course is given for a per- 
iod of seven weeks and is designed to ac- 
quaint the students with the development 
of medical literature as well as use of the 
library. 

LOUISIANA 
POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 

Word comes from the librarian that they 
may be successful in their efforts to have in- 
stalled a mezzanine stack floor. Additional 
stack space is needed in the library, and we 
trust that the plans of the staff will be realized 
soon. 

Earlier in the academic year the library 
acquired 71 volumes of the important set of 
Nile’s Weekly Register. The volumes cover 
the period September 7. 1811 to February 
1847, Except for a brief break in the publi- 
cation, the library now has a complete set 
of this material. 

Mrs. Lela T. Bogard, in charge of the Re- 
serve Room and Periodicals, attended the 
summer session of the L. S. U. Library 
School, to further her interest and training. 
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A corner of the Reserve Room, designed 
as a browsing nook for students, has been 
planned. It is the hope of the staff to en- 
courage further leisure reading, in view of 
the good performance noted in a similar 
scheme last year in one of the dormitories. 


SOUTHEASTERN 
LOUISIANA COLLEGE 

The librarian, Anna P. Davis, had a leave 
of absence during the month of August and 
attended the summer term of the University 
of Chicago Graduate Library School. Miss 
Patricia Catlett, formerly librarian of the 
Lake Charles High School, is now cataloger 
in the library. Her work began as of Sep- 
tember Ist, and we wish her good luck in 
her new duties at Southeastern. 

The Reserve Reading Room in the new 
library building is being used for the first 
time and is proving quite successful. The 
new plan has eliminated unnecessary move- 
ment from one floor to another and has made 
possible the location of greater numbers of 
reserve books. This year open stack privi- 
leges are being tried with the faculty and stu- 
dent body. An inventory will be taken to de- 
termine the extent to which losses might 
justify the continuation or modification of 
this plan. 

CENTENARY COLLEGE 

Mrs. Lucille Althar Tindol, librarian of 
Centenary College for the past several years, 
resigned during this past summer. Miss Mary 
Frances Smith, formerly reference librarian 
at Shreve Memorial Library, is now the 
librarian at Centenary College. Miss Smith 
received her B. L. S. degree from the L. S. U. 
Library School in 1938. We welcome her 
into the ranks of college and university li- 
brarians, and extend our best wishes. 

Last Spring a departmental science library 
was created. It is located in the new Science 
Building and it is attractively equipped and 
is proving popular with the students. Mrs. 
A. O. Alben is in charge of this unit and 
has almost finished the recataloging of the 
xientific materials. 

STEPHENS MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

(Southwestern Louisiana Institute) 

In order to develop better policies in the 













selection of books to be purchased, represen- 
tatives of several of the departments were in- 
vited to discuss policies and principles. Aids 
were discussed and suggestions were made as 
to the procedure in determining the needs of 
each department. This is a significant step 
in cooperation with instructional work and 
in the area of intelligent book selection, and 
we commend Miss Knighten’s plan to other 
college librarians in the state. Among the 
key considerations will be these factors: pres- 
ent status of book collection, frequency of 
use, correlation with the instructional pro- 
gram, extent of publication in a particular 
subject during a given year, and trends in 
new courses and offerings. 

The war activity has stimulated much use 
of the resources of the library, particularly 
in periodical literature of the first World 
War period. Residents of the community, as 
well as faculty and students, have found to 
use the library for war news and allied sub- 
jects. 

NORTHEAST JUNIOR COLLEGE 

One of the interesting schemes initiated 
was a weekly meeting of student assistants. 
The purpose is to give the assistants more 
insight and greater interest in the library 
profession and its service, and the student as- 
sistant is allowed credit comparable to a 
working period. 


The library recently decided upon the flan 
of keeping individual student records of 
reading activity. Such records, intended in 
general collegiate guidance, will be available 
to the faculty and others in a position to 
counsel the student. A new exhibit section 
in the Reading Room and adjacent to the 
Loan Desk will have an interesting rotation 
of exhibit themes, intended to stimulate stu- 
dent reading in a number of subjects. 


One of the unprecedented strides, some- 
thing unheard of in these days, is the news 
that the Northeast Junior College, has had a 
28°/ increase in the book budget for the cur- 
rent academic year. Congratulations on this 
splendid performance. 

Miss Mary Clay, Librarian, has been un- 
usually active in the work of the A. L. A. and 
the A. C: R. L. related to the subject of sal- 





16 fe 


Tue BULLETIN OF THE 





aries, staff, and tenure. We are glad to have 
a member of our group contributing to these 
important problems before the A. L. A. and 
the other units concerned with status in col- 
lege library work. 


LIBRARY SCHOOL 
LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 


In the forty-five student enrollment of the 
Library School for the current year are two 
Latin American students, Misses Rosa Pilar 
Ramos and Cecilia Ospina. The former has 
worked in the University of Puerto Rico 
and the latter is librarian of the Ministry of 
Health in Carcacas, Venezuela., Interesting 
letters have been received, too, from the two 
students who attended last year—Miss Voigt- 
lander and Mr. Azevedo. 

Miss Jane Porter, student in the Library 
School for the 1941-42 session, was elected 
second vice-president of the Louisiana State 
University Alumni Association. 


Miss Florrinell Francis, Assistant Director 
of the Library School, spoke at the Arkansas 
Library Association meeting in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, on November 6th. Her subject 


was “Relating our Libraries to Life.” Miss 
Francis also was appointed one of the three 
members on the American Library Associa- 
tion Joint Committee on State Relationships. 

The fourth in the Library School’s biblio- 
graphical series known as “A Southern Bib- 
liography” is soon to be published by the 
Louisiana State University Press. Miss Janet 
Agnew, Assistant Professor of Library Sci- 
ence, who is compiling these bibliographies, 
has recently completed the biography num- 
ber. } 

Miss S. Metella Williams, Assistant Pro- 
fessor of Library Science, attended the Na- 
tional Student Leadership area meeting of 
the Y .W. C. A. in Greensboro, N. C. Miss 
Williams is Assistant Chairman of the Fac- 
ulty Advisory Board for the University Y. 
W. C. A. 

Miss Mildred P. Harrington, Associate 
Professor of Library Science, is Chairman 
of the Young People’s Section of the South- 
western Library Association, and will be re- 
sponsible for the program for this section 
at the joint meeting to be held in New Or- 
leans in the fall of 1942. 


Loutstana Library Commission 


Activities at Commission headquarters 
were varied and extensive during the last 


months of 1941. 


As usual in December, there was a deluge 
of requests from schools, clubs and church 
groups for requests on Christmas plays, 
stories and customs, as well as from teachers 
and parents for lists of appropriate books for 
children. 


A new service started during this period 
is the sending to the state department of 
education of all current educational maga- 
zines subscribed to by the commission. Miss 
Mildred Hogan, research librarian, is in 
charge of them in the education department, 
and they are easily available to all staff mem- 
bers of the department. 


On December 4 the Commission executive 
secretary, Miss Essae M. Culver, attended the 


social welfare conference in Thibodaux, 
where much interest was shown in the Com- 
mission’s special display of books on all 


phases of social welfare work. 


The Commission has always aided Louisi- 
ana college libraries by lending books and 
supplying special information, but now its 
assistance has been extended to individuals 
who are doing work with out-of-state col- 
leges. A number of soldiers stationed at Lou- 
isiana camps are studying toward the com- 
pletion of extension courses, and from their 
colleges as well as from the individual sol- 
diers the Library Commission headquarters 
has received numerous requests to provide 
them with books needed in their studies. 


In connection with service to draftees the 
Commission received a most gratifying letter 
from Governor Jones in which both the 
Commission’s efforts and those of all Low 
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isiana libraries in the defense area were 
highly praised. 

The Governor’s letter, addressed to Miss 
Culver, said in part: “I am indeed proud 
of the pleasure and privileges afforded sol- 
diers by the libraries throughout the State. 
[ think it speaks well for Louisiana as well 
as those in charge of library work. As Sec- 
retary of the Commission, I wish to congratu- 
late you on your efforts.” 

Libraries and national defense were again 
under discussion at the conference of parish 
and regional librarians held at the Commis- 
sion on October 31 and November 1. Men- 
tion was made of the new demonstration 
library to be opened in Rapides parish this 
month. (January.) The national book cam- 
paign to be sponsored by the U. S. O., the 
American Red Cross and the American Li- 
brary Association was discussed also. 

The two-day conference opened with a 
discussion by Miss Culver of the history 
and development of the Library Commission 
and the state extension program, and at the 
Saturday morning session the librarians 
heard an address by Dr. Carleton M. Wash- 
burne, widely known Illinois educator who is 
making an educational survey in Louisiana. 
Mr. J. O. Modisette of Jennings, chairman of 
the Library Commission, spoke at the dinner 
meeting Friday evening. Miss Mary W. Har- 
ris, director of the parish and regional de- 
partment, and Miss Sarah I. Jones, super- 
visor of the statewide WPA library project, 
participated actively in the discussions of 
the conference. 


The response to the letters explaining the 
Commission’s services sent to all the state- 
wide organizations has been most encourag- 
ing. Many of the groups have already sent 
in requests for lists and exhibits, such as the 
tequest for a display of books on social wel- 
fare at the Thibodaux conference, and others 
have written to thank the Library Commis- 
sion, adding that they have placed notices 
in their bulletins advising their members of 
the service. 

This month, January, 1942, the Library 
Commission will open the largest one-parish 
demonstration it has ever established. The 






library will be in Rapides and will serve both 
the civilian and military populations, as well 
as give service to the state institutions located 
in the parish. It is expected that the Rapides 
library will be welcomed as enthusiastically 
by army families who are accustomed to li- 
brary service in their home states, as by the 
local citizens. 


The parish headquarters will be in the 
Rapides parish court house and the present 
Alexandria Public Library will serve Alex- 
andria people. There will also be branches 
in Pineville, Boyce, Glenmora, Lecompte, 
and Cheneyville, and negro branches are be- 
ing planned for Alexandria and Pineville. 


Miss Sallie Farrell will be parish librarian 
and her staff of trained librarians will in- 
clude: Miss Bernadine Glaser, who will be in 
charge of service to the state institutions; 
Miss Kathryn Adams and Miss Mildred 
Hawthorn of Alexandria; Miss Cora Ann 
Foote and Miss Jo Margaret Coullard of 
Baton Rouge. During the first months of 
service Miss Elvira Beltramo, assistant di- 
rector of the parish and regional department 
of the Library Commission, will assist at the 
library. 


The library will open with an initial col- 
lection of some 20,000 volumes, all of which 
were ordered and prepared by the Commis- 
sion’s parish and regional department. A 
new cab-over-engine type bookmobile will 
serve the rural communities. The W. P. A. 
Library project will assist in putting on the 
demonstration. 


Twice last year, police jury action assured 
the continuance of a demonstration library 
as a parish unit. On December 1 the Pointe 
Coupee police jury voted an appropriation 
of $6,500 to operate the Pointe Coupee parish 
library for the year following the end of the 
demonstration period in April, 1942. Earlier 
in the year the Bossier police jury had in- 
cluded funds to operate that library in its 
general fund. 


The Library Commission wishes to com- 
mend such progressive police jury action, 
which is evidence of the members’ aware- 
ness of the interests of the people and of 
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the importance of libraries to the entire com- 
munity. 

Vermilion parish had set a library tax elec- 
tion for November, but because of a techni- 
cality discovered in the Abbeville charter 
relative to the city voting on parish matters, 
the tax was postponed. There can be no 
doubt of the popularity of the library in that 
parish, among both the French and the Eng- 
lish families. During the first eight months 
of the library’s service there were 6200 reg- 
istered borrowers and the book circulation 
passed the 82,000 mark. At the opening of 
the Kaplan branch more than a book-a-min- 
ute was issued, when in two hours 125 books 
were lent to school children. 

A branch has been established on Pecan 
Island, where the 500 people who are resi- 
dents have no motion picture shows or other 
amusements except those planned in the 
school gymnasium, and have no contact with 
the outside world except when regular boats 
from the mainland run twice weekly. The 
library was received here with great enthusi- 
asm. 

There has been a large demand for French 
books here, reports Miss Jessica Boatner, 
librarian. Many of the old French men and 
women have asked for books in their lan- 
guage which they had not seen since child- 
hood, and newcomers to the parish have re- 
quested French grammars in order to im- 
prove their French. 

Radio programs have been a part of the 
library’s activity in Vermilion, also, and dur- 
ing the pre-election tax campaign there were 
talks in both French and English broadcast 
from the Lafayette station. 

Book Week, November 2-8, was celebrated 
by the Library Commission with the award- 


ing of more than 700 reading certificates 
to readers from all over the state who had 
completed twelve approved books during the 
year. A Book Week proclamation issued by 
Governor Jones urged all citizens to support 
efforts to develop libraries and to make good 
literature available to every one. On display 
in the Library Commission offices was a col- 
lection of all the State Guide Books compiled 
by the WPA Writers’ Project, with a poster 
and the slogan “Take Pride in Your Coun- 


Vermilion offered awards for high school 
and elementary school essay contests. 

Particularly worthy of mention in the li- 
brary field are the adult education programs 
which take the form of regular forums in the 
libraries with local citizens taking part and 
discussing timely questions of interest and 
importance. Vermilion, Terrebonne, Bossier 
and Winn parishes have well-established pro- 
grams, and at each meeting attendance has 
increased, the librarians report. In Winn 
parish these “Town Hall” groups, as they 
are called there, have been formed in several 
of the smaller communities as well as in 
Winnfield. Bossier has departed somewhat 
from custom by presenting “Stories in Mu- 
sic” record recitals. A commentator, always 
some one not on the library staff, gives the 
background and musical notes on each selec- 
tion, and for the meeting special book ex- 
hibits on music are arranged, with a number 
of the books of course being borrowed im- 
mediately after the program. 

Because the forums give opportunity for 
expression and exchange of opinions with 
a distinct broadening of interests and ideas 
they have been received in every community 
with enthusiasm. 


Parish Libraries 


BOSSIER PARISH LIBRARY 
A carefully planned Book Week program 
in Bossier was most favorably received and 
commented upon. Dr. Pierce Cline of Cen- 
tenary College spoke at one of the meetings 
in Haughton, and Miss Debora Abramson, 
assistant executive secretary of the Louisiana 


Library Commission, addressed a meeting in 
Benton. 

In addition, there was a special forum 
meeting in Bossier city, and a “Stories if 
Music” program was given in Benton, with 
local people giving the background and com 
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CADDO PARISH LIBRARY 
The first fall custodians’ meeting was held 
in the Parish Room of the Shreve Memorial 
Library September 9th at 1:30 p.m. Miss 
Elizabeth Williams, Bossier Parish Librarian, 
was the guest speaker. She explained the 
general set-up of her library, the bookmobile, 
and the efforts made to make the branches 

attractive and to reach new readers. 


In observing Book Week several of the li- 
braries had book reviews given by local per- 
sons to which the public was invited. At 
Vivian, in spite of the fact that a professional 
book reviewer gave a review in a nearby 
town, the custodian reported a large attend- 
ance. Keithville and Mooringsport also re- 
ported very large groups attended their re- 
views. Many of the branches cooperated with 
the schools and held joint programs at the 
branch or at the school. Book marks were 
distributed all over the parish and received 
favorable comment. 


The army maneuvers did not touch the 
branches of Caddo until the maneuvers were 
over and the soldiers were waiting to be 
taken back to their camps. At this time the 
soldiers were stationed at Keithville, Forbing, 
Vivian, Hosston, and other branches. The 
branches could not possibly accommodate all 
the men who wished to use the library, but 
every effort was made to satisfy as many as 
possible. The custodians led in a plan to 
collect and distribute magazines to the sol- 
diers. 

The Louisiana Library Commission award- 
ed 143 Reading Certificates in Caddo Parish 
this year. Of the 143—36 were issued to men 
—of whom two were doctors and three min- 
isters, Ten custodians received certificates. 
The custodians report that from the publicity 
teceived other readers have already begun 
teading for certificates for next year, and 
some new borrowers have been added, 
among them eighty-three year old Dr. 
E. A. Herring of Ida. Although he had lived 
there many years before the library was 
opened he had never used the library. 





ments on the recorded selections which were 





EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH 
LIBRARY 

Activities for defense on the part of the 
East Baton Rouge Parish Library are cen- 
tered in its Air Base Branch located in a day 
room building at the Baton Rouge Air Base. 
Originally housed at one end of the recrea- 
tional hall, the use of the books and the need 
for an adequate reading room became so 
great that the commanding officer of the base 
assigned a day room building for the branch; 
and additional shelving, magazine racks, and 
tables and chairs are being provided. Private 
John C. Stephens, Jr., is in charge of the 
branch assisted by Corporal John S. Whelen, 


under the supervision of First Lieutenant 
Walter F. Keffer. 


Their requests for information are inter- 
esting and varied, ranging from ancient his- 
tory to text books on Spanish, French and 
German. There have been requests for plays, 
poetry, folk-lore and literary history from the 
literary minded; mathematics, book-keeping, 
metallurgy, radio and meteorology from the 
technical readers; drawing and piano playing 
from those with artistic talents; and boxing, 
football, how to make bows and arrows from 
those interested in sports. 


Helen Margaret Yerger resigned October 
8th to marry Lieutenant Elkin Stuart Dew of 
the U. S. Marine Corps. Her place on the 
staff has been’ filled by Barbara Bell of Baton 
Rouge, formerly in charge of the Parker and 
Evangeline Hall Dormitory Libraries at L. 
S. U. 


The eighth branch to be established in the 
parish is at Pride, Louisiana where the li- 
brary is housed in the school gymnasium. 
Loney Neyland, school bus driver, is cus- 
todian of the branch. 

Book Week was celebrated throughout the 
parish at the branches of the library. Win- 
dow displays were arranged by local store 
window decorators in conjunction with the 
Library. Dalton’s department store displayed 
the model of a young man comfortably seat- 
ed in an armchair and surrounded by 
BOOKS MEN LIKE. Latil’s Stationery 
Store showed some of its wares along with 


BOOKS THE BUSINESS MAN’S 
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FRIEND. Rosenfield’s featured a display of 
books for women on diet, personality and 
manners, featuring the current Vogue mag- 
azine on dieting and exercise. The Fair 
showed in the midst of numerous articles 
for the young child a poster: “He might even 
be PRESIDENT. Give him every chance. 
Read books on child care from your Parish 
Library.” Appropriate books for parents 
were shown. Kornmeyer’s Furniture Store 
had a window labeled “Kornmeyer’s fur- 
nished your HOME—your library furnishes 
your BOOKS.” The window included a 
comfortable living room, and the books were 
all on home furnishing and decoration. 

In each of the windows was a replica of 
the bookmark FORWARD WITH BOOKS 
which the Library distributed to thousands 
of parish residents during the week. 


Over the radio, Linda Lee’s social column 
of the air, announced Book Week and de- 
scribed the downtown exhibits. The Louisi- 
ana State Employment Service mentioned 
the library and book week in their weekly 
job news talk. The following is the script 
of this talk: “This is Book Week, but every 
week should be a book week. If you are un- 
employed, or if you are employed but seek- 
ing better employment, you should register 
with your state employment service. And 
one way to help yourself get a job, or a better 
job if you already have one, is to learn as 
much as you can about your work. You may 
say, ‘But this will cost money.’ Not neces- 
sarily. Listen. Right here in Baton Rouge 
is the East Baton Rouge Parish Library, your 
library, located at 700 Laurel Street, next 
door to the employment seivice office. They 
have many books that can help you. Books 
on blueprint reading, carpentry, radio, elec- 
tricity, welding, in fact almost any occupa- 
tion or trade you might be interested in. So, 
not only today, not only this week, but every 
week, go to the East Baton Rouge Parish 
Library for books about your work. Learn as 
much as you can about your job.” 

OUACHITA PARISH PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 

On October 8, the Ouachita Parish Public 

Library established a branch in West Monroe. 


This branch library was made possible 
through the cooperation of the city of West 
Monroe, the West Monroe Business Men's 
Association, and all clubs and organizations 
in West Monroe. Citizens of both Monroe 
and West Monroe have manifested interest, 
and already many donations of money, books, 
and magazines have been made. One of the 
former W. P. A. workers at the Monroe |i- 
brary is custodian-in-charge. 


Circulation increased during the summer 
months. The children especially enjoyed us- 
ing the library during the vacation period, 
and over 7,000 juvenile books were circulated 
at this time. 


Book Week was celebrated with special 
exhibits carrying out the theme “Forward 
with Books.” Many new juvenile and adult 
books were on display at that time. 


SABINE PARISH LIBRARY 


Book Week talks to clubs by the librarian, 
exhibits in the branches and special book 
displays at the headquarters library marked 
Sabine’s celebration of the national week. 

Of interest also is the opening of a new 
negro branch library in Pine Flats, where in- 
terest among the negro borrowers has shown 
the wisdom of establishing the branch. 


WINN PARISH LIBRARY 

Book Week celebration in Winn brought 
huge crowds to the library for the open 
house at which attractive booklets on the 
“ABC Book of the Winn Parish Library” 
were issued to all comers. Each letter of the 
alphabet was identified with a part of the 
library’s service or activity, and much fay- 
orable comment was received on the books. 

Particularly effective was the special Book 
Week edition of the Winnfield News Ameri- 
can published during the week. 

The “Town Hall” meetings being held 
regularly in the library have proven to be 
one of the most popular features of the ser 
vice, and with each meeting there is a larger 
group of people who have gathered to listen 
and to take part in discussions of current 
questions. 
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LES VINGT-QUATRE LIBRARY 
Les Vingt-Quatre Library of Lafayette, La. 
is still using its resources to render service 
to the city of Lafayette and to the villages 
and schools of the Parish. Book week was 
celebrated with two book reviews and a 
A\ sory telling hour. The opening review was 
for adult book lovers and was given by Mrs. 
John Wheat of Beaumont, Texas. Mrs. Wheat 
reviewed “Keys of the Kingdom” before 
approximately two hundred men and women 
of Lafayette and surrounding towns. Les 
Vingt Quatre Library is sponsored by Les 
Vingt Quatre Club and this was the club’s 
courtesy to library members and friends. 
The second review was for teen-age girls. 
Mrs. Roy Murphy reviewed “Book of Maggie 
Owen.” The book was received with enthusi- 
asm by the girls. 


The story hour for pre-school children was 
conducted by Miss Helen Sullivan, first grade 
teacher at the Southwestern Training School. 
The children registered keen appreciation of 
the entertainment prepared for them, and 
of the lollypops which were distributed fol- 
lowing the stories. 

Many new books have been added during 
this quarter, and many old ones discarded. 
Shelves have been rearranged for the winter 
months to give light and heating facilities 
an opportunity to make the library reading 
room attractive and comfortable. 


Two library clerks and one bookbinder, 
furnished by W. P. A., are kept constantly 
busy filling the requests that come to the 
library daily. 

SHREVE MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

Some three weeks after Book Week the 
staff of the Children’s Room (two members 
more or less) is still a little excited and 
greatly pleased with the celebration. 

Three weeks before Book Week the pub- 
licity program was set in motion. The Chil- 
dren’s Librarian visited some ninety-cight 
classes, and school assemblies with an invita- 
tion to visit the Library especially during 


Libraries 


Book Week. Her intent was to visit every 
school, however this proved impossible due 
to the illness of several staff members at the 
time. This personal contact publicity was 
followed up with excellent co-operation on 
the part of newspapers and radio stations. 


Close on the heels of Book Week followed 
National Art Week which was observed in 
the foyer of the Library with an interesting 
display of the work of local artists in the 
water colors and oils, arranged and exhibited 
by Louisa Gregory and Virginia Walker. 
This was followed by an exhibit arranged 
by Mr. Whetzle of the Shreveport Art Mu- 
scum and consisted of the work of the 
Shreveport Art Club. There will be a series 
of these exhibits. 

Shreve has initiated a new radio program 
Concerning people and Books. It is modeled 
along the lines of the program Of men and 
Books and its purpose is to interest people 
mostly in the new and popular books, to sug- 
gest companion pieces in the older books 
which are related to the newer ones. Each 
week some person eminent in his field is 
interviewed in regard to a given book he 
has read. 


NEW ORLEANS PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Book Week was celebrated in the Main 
Library and all branches with individual 
programs and displays which were well at- 
tended. On Wednesday, November 5, a 
meeting was held in the Main Library Audi- 


torium and the motion picture from the New 


York Public Library “Reading by Sound 
and Touch” was shown. This program was 
planned to interest both blind and sighted 
readers in work for the blind. Some thirty- 
five guests attended. Among the speakers 
was Mr. Grover C. Huckaby, director of the 
State Department of Welfare’s division of 
services for the blind. He explained how it 
is now possible, through the cooperation of 
the federal government to receive talking 
records, and books in Moon and Braille free 
of charge through the public libraries. 
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Miss Anna B. McConnell, instructor for 
the blind at John Dibert School, stressed the 
time-saving value of the talking book to the 
blind student, and Hon. Jesse Cave, Commis- 
sioner of Public Finance, City of New Or- 
leans, told of his interest in sight conserva- 
tion and reading for the blind. Other speak- 
ers were Misses Evalena Ford and Mamie F. 
Butler of Baton Rouge, directors of the eye 
care, social adjustment and sight conservation 
sections of the division of services for the 
blind, and Miss Sadie Jacobs, home teacher 
of the adult blind of New Orleans. All are 
connected with the State Department of Wel- 
fare. Miss Anita H. McGinity, head of the 
department of books for the blind at the 
New Orleans Public Library, said that about 
1,000 books are sent out monthly by the 
Library to readers in Louisiana and Missis- 
sippi, and that the book collection now ex- 
ceeds 10,000 volumes. 


Plans for Catholic Book Week, November 
2-8, included special displays of books by 
Catholic authors, and from which copies of 
the booklist “Selected Catholic Reading” 
were made available for distribution. A num- 
ber of these booklists were also mailed to 
local sodalities and other Catholic organiza- 
tions. 


A printed booklist, “Good Scouts Read” 
was mailed to every scoutmaster in the city 
with a letter calling attention to the many 
excellent titles listed, and offering the ser- 


vices of trained and experienced librarians 
to pass on Reading Merit Badges. 


The Bookmobile continues in popularity, 
especially now that it also carries adult books, 
Requests not met by the Bookmobile stock 
are filled when possible by material from the 
Main Library, which is loaned from the 
Bookmobile. The circulation of the Book- 
mobile for October 1941 was the highest yet 
recorded, 3,555. 


Mrs. Shirley Stephenson, Head of Alvar 
Branch, resigned on Oct. 1, to take another 
position in Jackson, Miss. She was replaced 
at Alvar by Miss Winnie Gordon, graduate 
of Newcomb College and for several years 
a member of the staff of the New Orleans 
Public Library. 

Miss Janet Riley, Circulation Department 
Assistant, resigned on Nov. 15 to accept*a 
position with Loyola University as _periodi- 
cal assistant. Her successor is Mrs. Agnes 
Corkern Campbell, a graduate of Louisiana 
State University Library School. 

Mr. Michael Poll and Mr. Anthony Schiro, 
pages resigned to enter service in the army 
and the navy. 


The weekly radio program “Your Story 
Teller” is now in its second year at station 
WDSU. The program is presented each Sat- 
urday at 9:00 a.m. A new program, “Words 
and Music” has recently been added. This is 
a weekly feature of station WNOE, and is 
presented each Monday at 11:15 a.m. 





SOUTHWESTERN LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION NEWS 


On November 14, a group meeting was 
held at Biloxi, Mississippi at the time of the 
Mississippi State Library meeting to discuss 
plans for the program of the joint South- 
western-Southeastern library associations con- 
ference. Present were the members of the 
Program Committee for the Southwestern as- 
sociation, Miss Dorothy Amann and Miss 
Essae M. Culver, President Ola M. Wyeth 
of the Southeastern association, President 
Robert J. Usher of the Southwestern associa- 
tion and Messrs. John Hall Jacobs, Nathaniel 


Stewart, Arthur E. Gropp, Ralph W. Me 
Comb, John M. Cory, Joseph Haden, James 
A. McMillen and others who made helpful 
suggestions. It was agreed that the theme of 
the conference should be Better Hemisphere 
Relations and that at each principal meeting 
there should be at least one speaker repre- 
senting the point of view of libraries to the 
south of us. Among other decisions was 4 
plan for three general sessions, a banquet 


featuring literary speakers, a final half day 
in Baton Rouge at which time a Governor's 


luncheon will be the principal event. 
(Continued on page 24.) 





LourstaNa Lispray AssociaTION 





Loutstana in Print 


Recent references on Louisiana or by Lou- 
isiana authors, including books of importance 
locally printed, by Marguerite D. Renshaw, 
Reference Librarian, Howard-Tilton Memo- 
rial Library, New Orleans. 

An Immigrant of a hundred years ago.... 
Translated and retold by an old hand. 
(Heartman’s historical series no. 61.) Hat- 
tiesburg, The Book Farm, 1941. 85 p. 
References to New Orleans and John Mc- 
Donogh. 

CraupeL, Catvin—Golden hair. (Reprinted 
from the Southern folklore quarterly, v. 5, 
no. 4, Dec. 1941.) 


DELANGLEZ, JeAN—Hennepin’s Description of 
Louisiana. Chicago, Loyola University, 
1941. 

Dorsey, Fiorence L.—Master of the Missis- 
sippi; Henry Shreve and the conquest of 
the Mississippi. 301p. Houghton, 1941. 

Dyer, Joun P.—“Fightin’ Joe” Wheeler. 
417p. University, L. S. U., 1941. 

Forey, Atsert S.—St. Regis: a social cru- 


sader. Milwaukee, Bruce publishing co., 
1941. 


Goutp, Hartey N.—The Acadian French in 
Canada and in Louisiana. (Reprinted 
from the American journal of physical an- 
thropology. v. 28, no. 3, Sept. 1941, p. 
289-312.) 

Hamm, Acnes Curren—Choral speaking 
technique. Milwaukee, Tower press, 1941. 

Historic American Burtpincs Survey 1N 
Louistana—Vieux Carré squares. 2d mu- 
nicipal district, New Orleans, La. Illus. 
367p. mimeographed. New Orleans, 1941. 

Historic Recorps Survey—Inventory of the 
Church and Synagogue Archives of Lou- 
isiana.—Jewish congregations and organi- 
zations. 183p. mimeographed. University, 
L. S. U., 1941. 

Historica, Recorps Survey—Inventory of 
state archives of Louisiana. Series II The 
Judiciary. no. 3 The courts of appeal. 


97p. mimeographed. University, L. S. U., 
194], 


HistoricaL Recorps Survey—Inventory of 
state archives of Louisiana. Series III. The 
Executive. no. 2: The Lieutenant-governor. 
mimeographed. Ilp. University, L. S. U., 
1941. 

HistoricaL Recorps Survey—Transcription 
of parish records of Louisiana. Series I. 
Police jury minutes. no. 44 St. Bernard 
parish, v. 11, 1880-1895. mimeographed. 
University, L. S. U., 1941. 

HistoricaL Recorps Survey—Transcriptions 
of manuscript collections of Louisiana. no. 
1. The Favrot papers. vol. 5, 1796-1799. 
mimeographed. N. O., Tulane University, 
1941. 

LouISIANA GARDEN CLUB FEDERATION. Sixth 
year book 1941-1942, compiled and edited 
by Mrs. C. L. Rankin, Mrs. N. William 
Reed. 60p. No imprint. 

McCann, Exizaper —Penicaut and _ his 
chronicle of early Louisiana. (In Mid- 
America, v. 23, no. 4, Oct. 1941. p. 288- 
304.) 

McGinty, G. W.—Louisiana redeemed; the 
overthrow of carpet bag rule, 1876-1880. 
New Orleans, Pelican press, 1941. 

McLaucuiin, CrLarence J.—New Orleans. 
Creoles and carnivals. Photographs by 
Clarence John McLaughlin. Text by David 
L. Cohn. Boston, Houghton, Mifflin co., 
1941. 

New Orveans Hospitat and dispensary for 
women and children—Reports 1937-1941. 
New Orleans, 1941. 

Parson’s, Epwarp A.—Jean Lafitte in the War 
of 1812. (Reprinted from the Proceedings 
of the American Antiquarian Society for 
October 1940.) 22p. Worcester, Published 
by the Society, 1941. 

Seesotp, Herman ve B.—Old Louisiana 
plantation homes and family trees. 2 vols. 
New Orleans, Pelican press, inc., 1941. 

Srarrorp, G. M. G.—The Wells family of 
Louisiana and allied families. Alexandria, 
Standard printing co., 1942. 

Survey or Feperat Arcuives 1n Louisiana— 
Ship registers and enrollments of New Or- 
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leans, La. vol. 1, 1804-1820. 171p. mimeo- 
graphed. University, L. S. U., 1941. 
FICTION 

CavanaH, Frances—Louis of New Orleans. 
Philadelphia, David McKay co., c1941. 
36p. (Juvenile fiction.) 

Bromrie_p, Lours—Wild is the River. 326p. 
New York, Harper, 1941. 

Ketty, JosepH THmas—Sessions in solitude. 
New York, House of Field, 1941. (poems) 

MacArtuur, ArtHur—After the afternoon. 
N. Y., Appleton-Century, 1941. 

O’Donnett, Eowin P.—Great big doorstep; 
a delta comedy. 354p. Houghton, 1941. 





(Continued from page 22.) 


Among other speakers who have promised 
to take part are President Umphrey Lee of 
Southern Methodist University, Mr. Lyle 
Saxon and Mrs. Mary C. Govan, well known 
authoress of Chattanooga. Other invitations 
are being extended. Dr. H. M. Lydenberg 
of the Benjamin Franklin Library of Mexico 
City has. expressed great interest in the meet- 
ing. Dr. Helen Gordon Stewart who is now 
doing such interesting work in the West 
Indies has been invited to come. Acceptances 
have yet to be received from a number of 
other speakers, who, it is hoped, will partici- 
pate. 

Miss Mildred Harrington and Miss Sarah 
M. Krentzman are working enthusiastically 
on plans for the meeting of the section deal- 
ing with the work of school librarians. 





Library, School and Office 
Supplies of Every Description 


LATIL 


STATIONERY CO. 
326 Third St. Baton Rouge, La. 











Charles F. Heartman 


The Book Farm, 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 


AMERICANA, PRINTED AND IN 
MANUSCRIPT 





LIBRARY BINDING 
Done Economically by Skilled Workers in our Modern Bindery 
Wide choice of Materials and Styles of Binding 
Prompt Service 


Write for Samples and Quotations 
Dameron -Pierson Co., Ltd. 


400 CAMP STREET 


NEW ORLEANS 








